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Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time 
February 19, 2012

Readings: Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25; 2 Cor 1:18-22; Mk 2:1-12

Dear Friends in Christ,

“Let’s go out to the desert!”

Not a very inviting suggestion, you might say. Yet that is what the gospel 
challenges us to do for the upcoming forty days of Lent.

Being in the year of Mark’s gospel in our Sunday cycle of liturgical readings, 
this is even more appropriate. This shortest and most sparse of the four 
New Testament gospels begins in the desert with the “voice crying aloud in 
the wilderness, ‘Prepare a way for the Lord; clear a straight path for him.’ ” 
(1:3). John the Baptist appears as this “voice” and “dressed in a rough coat 
of camel’s hair” (1:6).  This sets a good tone for Lent: sparseness, no frills, a 
paring down of excess in our lives.

The major disciplines of Lent, fasting, prayer and works of charity, can take 
on a new meaning if our approach becomes “less is more”, as Mark does in 
composing his Gospel. Doing with less for ourselves so that we have more to 
give to God and others, and to grow ourselves into more faithful disciples.

I’d suggest a different kind of fasting to get in tune with the desert 
sparseness. How about a fast of TIME? If time seems to go too fast, it is 
usually because we are “fretting and fussing about so many things” (Luke 
10:41). What unnecessary wastes of time can I fast from for forty days? 
Gossip? Mindless television programs? Internet use? Facebook? How much 
of saved time could I give to visiting the sick or volunteering at a worthwhile 
organization, helping a neighbor?

Or a fast of WORDS? There’s a great saying (I think it’s from Blessed 
John Henry Newman): “Say nothing that will not improve upon silence.” 
Value silence, not only in liturgy and prayer, but in daily conversations, in 
commenting on others’ behavior, appearance, etc. Only speaking when our 
words would add something positive or helpful to the situation would be a 
great exercise, and a great saver of time and energy, too.

These are just a couple of ideas for our Lenten observance. With some 
prayerful reflection on your own life circumstances, I’m sure you can come 
up with some personalized desert experience for the next forty days. These 
will be more useful, probably, than staying away from chocolate or a favorite 
dessert or beverage. Who knows, these disciplines may even last in our lives 
beyond the days of Lent, so we will truly rise to a new life with Christ on 
Easter and beyond.

God bless you.

Fr. David Norris

Masses: Saturdays: 5:00PM; Sundays: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM & 7:00PM

Weekday Masses: Monday - Thursday at 7:00AM

Communion Service: Fridays at 7:00AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Tuesdays 5:00PM to 6:00PM

Offi ce Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 5:00PM



Youth Ministries
Junior High Youth Group

Jr. High will be participating in 

the combined adults and children 

session at Fatih, Family & Friends 

this Tuesday at 6:00PM. We will stay 

in Cardinal Newman Hall the entire 

evening for Mardi Gras pre-lenten 

activities! Come join us! 

Contact Joe Pulido

joe@csufnewman.com

436-3448

High School Ministries

For information about High School 

ministries, contact Moose.

Contact Moose Henson

moose@csufnewman.com

436-3448

Religious Education
Faith, Family & Friends Upcoming 

Dates:

2/21: Community Night – Lenten 

theme - all meet in Cardinal Newman 

Hall for a whole community activity.

2/28: Reconciliation Evening – 

Regular classes for grades 

preschool-2nd year and toddler child 

care will be available. All other grades 

remain in the Chapel with their 

parents.

Contact Lynne Meccariello-Starr

lynne@csufnewman.com

436-3491

Grief Support Group
The Grief Support Group will begin its 

spring session on Monday, March 5, 

at 7:00PM in the Community Room. 

We will be meeting for five Mondays. 

Please join us in processing the loss 

of loved ones. If you know of people 

who might need this support, please 

tell them about us.

Family Life Ministries
Married Couples Retreat

Last Chance - Registration 

Deadline Today! 

Register today for our Married 

Couples Retreat, March 2-4, at St. 

Anthony Retreat Center in Three 

Rivers. Ron & Joan McLain from 

the Healthy Marriage Coalition 

of Fresno County will teach the 

essential skills needed to build 

greater intimacy & understanding, 

how to meet each other’s most 

pressing needs, and how to listen & 

talk even when you disagree.

The cost of the weekend is $300 

per couple. Registration forms are 

available in the hallway and at 

the reception desk. Contact John 

Prandini for details.

Women’s Spirituality Group

A new Women’s Spirituality & 

Scripture Study Group will meet 

on Thursday mornings 9:00-

11:00AM in the Cafeteria beginning 

Thursday, March 1. The group will 

watch and discuss Catholicism, 

the outstanding ten-part 

documentary and study program 

about the Catholic Faith. The DVD 

series is presented by Catholic 

theologian, Fr. Robert Barron, 

and the sessions will be facilitated 

by Allison Roberto. Child care is 

provided. For information and to 

sign-up contact John Prandini.

Contact John Prandini  

prandinij@csufnewman.com

436-3439

Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar this 

weekend are in memory of Stephen 

Pfeifer, Jr.

If you would like to take part in this 

ministry and provide flowers for 

the altar in honor of or in memory 

of a loved one, please contact 

Suzy Elower at 436-3434 or 

suzy@csufnewman.com. 

College Ministries
College Night 

The Newman Center sponsors 

a weekly free dinner for college 

students Wednesday nights during 

the academic year. Dinner is 

followed by a guest speaker, service 

project, indoor soccer, or other 

activity organized by the Newman 

Catholic Student Association. 

February 22: 

Ash Wednesday Service at noon, 

Fresno State Satellite Student Union

6PM Mass at Newman Center 

will be followed by a light dinner 

for college students in Cardinal 

Newman Hall.

College/Young Adult Bible Study 

We will not meet this Monday, 

February 20. See you February 27!

Join a small group of college 

students and young adults for 

discussion of the readings for the 

upcoming Sunday. Mondays, 7:00-

8:30PM in the Annex.

Spring Retreat 

Please pray for our college students, 

on retreat February 17-19! 

Contact Karey Spach

karey@csufnewman.com

436-3433

Young Adult Ministry
Newman Center Young Adults  

(ages 22-35) meet a few times 

a month for fellowship, fun, and 

spiritual growth. 

We are serving college dinner this 

Wednesday!

Young Adult Retreat March 9-11, 

in Oakhurst! Registration forms 

are available at the east end of the 

lobby or contact Tanya for more 

information. 

Contact Tanya Meneses

tanya@csufnewman.com

436-3437



Faith, Family & Friends
Faith, Family & Friends will meet again this Tuesday, February 21 

to celebrate Mardi Gras and to prepare for the beginning of Lent. 

This is a community meal night so dinner will be served from 

5:30-6:00PM.

Following dinner we will all (adults, youth, and children) remain in 

Cardinal Newman Hall for an intergenerational program to start-off 

Lent in a way that will be fun and informative. But it will also help 

to prepare us for, and remind us of our responsibility to discipline 

ourselves, pray and to be of service to others during the Lenten 

season.

Please join us this Tuesday with your family and friends for a 

shared meal and a time to celebrate God’s gracious goodness and 

the abundance we enjoy. Come to begin to prepare our hearts and 

minds to recognize our need for God and for the conversion we all 

need to turn ourselves toward God and to reform our lives to be 

more like Jesus.

Prayers
+ Have been requested for the intentions of: Joan Wader, Jim Dailey, 

   Lee Quimby, Robert Giometti, Charles and Andrew Mignanelli, Mary 

   Arokiasamy, Norm Claytor, David & Christie McKinney, Nathaniel 

   Offenheiser, Carol Quinn, Dona Swarthout (mother of Kim Hamilton), Steve 

   Falk, Bob Gott, Flora Burgess, Dolores Bernardoni (aunt of Luci Supino), 

   Chris Locati (son of Donna), Kent Gardener, Nina Petrosino 

   (granddaughter of Tony), John Sheldon, Deacon Frank Vargas, Kyle 

   Canales, Abby Needham, Amberlynn Hooker (granddaughter of Edith), 

   Horace Spann, Mel Cymanski, Phyllis Meister, Carrie Lou Butchart and Joe 

   Contino

+ For those who have died: Bob Acuna, Rose Barretto and Mike Gerking

Phone Contacts
Parish Life Coordinator

Deacon John Supino: 436-3436

john@csufnewman.com

Sacramental Priest

Fr. David Norris: 436-3432

frdave@csufnewman.com

Offi ce Manager

Carol Kennedy: 436-3434

carol@csufnewman.com

Welcome!

Whether you are a long term parishioner, someone new to our parish, or a visitor, we welcome you to St. Paul Catholic 
Newman Center this weekend. If you are not yet registered with us, need to update your records, or have a prayer 
request, please fi ll this out and place in the collection basket or turn it in at the front desk. Thanks! 

Name:                   Phone: 
Address: 
Email Address: 
Prayer request for the bulletin:

      New Parishioner     Update Information      Questions, please call me      Please email me the weekly bulletin



Sunday Contributions
Monthly Sunday Contributions Goal: $50,000

Last Week’s Sunday Contributions: $11,989.23

February Sunday Contributions: $25,434.53

Second Collection This Weekend
Please be generous in this week’s Catholic Communication 

Campaign collection. Half of your donations stay in our 

diocese to support our communication needs. 

Monday, February 20
The office will be closed on Monday, February 20, for 

Presidents’ Day. Daily Mass will be at 8:00AM that morning.

Be Reconciled to God
Our Lenten Penance Service will be Tuesday, February 

28, at 6:00PM. Several priests will be available to 

celebrate this sacrament of God’s mercy. The season 

of Lent is a most fitting season to seek God’s grace for 

our conversion of life. All Catholics should celebrate this 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at least once a year, and 

Lent is “the acceptable time” to do so. (The usual hour of 

the Sacrament from 5:00 to 6:00PM will not be held on 

February 28).

Ash Wednesday Schedule
February 22 is Ash Wednesday

Mass and ashes at 7:00AM and 6:00PM

Liturgy of the Word with ashes at 12:15PM here at 

Newman Center and at 12:00PM on Fresno State campus 

in the Satelite Student Union.

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, February 19

Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25; 2 Cor 1:18-22; Mk 2:1-12

College Spring Retreat

Masses 7:30am, 9am, 11am, and 7pm

7:30am Mass for Mike Gerking

8:45am Child Care for 9AM Mass—Room 4

12:30pm Baptisms

5:00pm High School Confi rmation—CNH 102-103

Weekly Calendar Continued
Monday, February 20

Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29

OFFICE CLOSED - Presidents’ Day

8:00am Mass for Mr. Jow

9:00am Chapel Environment

7:00pm High School Youth Group—John XXIII

Tuesday, February 21

Jas 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37

7:00am Mass for Robert Palacios

7:30am Men’s Spirituality—Community Room

10:00am Tai Chi for Arthritis—CNH 103

5:00pm Chapel Environment

5:00pm until 6:00pm Confessions—Outer Sacristry

5:30pm Faith, Family & Friends & RCIA Meal Night—CNH

Wednesday, February 22 - Ash Wednesday

Jl 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

7:00am Mass for Mr. Jew

12:00pm Liturgy of the Word & Ashes—CSUF SSU

12:00pm AA—CNH 103

12:15pm Liturgy of the Word & Ashes—Chapel

4:30pm Kids Chess Club—Room 5

5:30pm Scriptural Rosary—Community Room

6:00pm Mass with Ashes

7:00pm College Night—CNH 101

Thursday, February 23

Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25

7:00am Mass for Michael Campbell

10:00am Tai Chi for Arthritis—CNH 103

12:00pm AA—CNH 103

5:30pm Tai Chi—CNH 103

6:00pm NCYA Core Team Meeting—Cafeteria

7:00pm EsTuDios Board Meeting—Annex

Friday, February 24

Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15

7:00am Communion Service

12:00pm AA—CNH 103

7:00pm Stations of the Cross

Saturday, February 25

Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32

Pregnancy Care Center Baby Bottle Drive

8:00am Marriage Prep Workshop—CNH

8:00am RCIA Retreat—Chapel & Community Room

5:00pm Mass for Bill Terhaar

Sunday, February 26

Gn 9:8-15; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

Pregnancy Care Center Baby Bottle Drive

Masses 7:30am, 9am, 11am, and 7pm

7:30am Mass for Jesus and Connie Garcia

8:45am Child Care for 9AM Mass—Room 4

10:15am Sacrament Prep Class—Room 5



Personal Perspective
View from the Pew
MRI Results

By Fran Musso regarding Nathaniel 

Offenheiser
   Oh my dearest prayer warriors, what debt 

do I owe you? Our nine month post MRI scan 

came back clear!!! Words cannot express our 

gratitude and jubilation! 

   Everything went seamlessly today, from the 

moment Nathaniel’s name was called to go to 

MRI triage to the amazing news that brought 

tears to our eyes! God is so, so kind to us. 

A friend told me a few weeks ago that none 

of the AT/RT kids she has known in the last 

4 years have ever made it to the nine month 

scan - couple that with the news Dr. Finlay 

relayed to us today and we are totally aware 

that YOUR prayers are why our son is alive. 

I know I say that a lot, so it may have lost 

some of its impact but believe me, it is really 

true. Although the good doctor has held us 

in good spirits throughout treatment, today 

he let us know that not once in his 30+ years 

of practice has he ever seen a metastasized 

AT/RT patient live; in most cases the relapse 

happens either during treatment or within 

the fi rst six months post treatment. You 

can imagine our utter shock hearing that! 

He said it is still early, but Nathaniel is the 

fi rst to make it this far. And who makes the 

impossible, possible? Who promises that what 

we ask, seek, and knock, we will receive? 

Your heartfelt, persistent prayers on behalf 

of our precious Nathaniel are altering the 

course of history, my friends!! Never doubt the 

effectiveness of your own prayers!

   We also learned that Nathaniel is the fi rst 

AT/RT patient to take maintenance chemo 

post treatment. And with this MRI, our boy 

is fi nished with treatment: August 4, 2010 

– February 8, 2012. No more chemo - WOW!! 

It’s been a long journey of up and downs and 

now we rely solely on the power of prayer to 

take us into the future. Modern medicine has 

done all it can for our boy. Thank God we 

have such prayer warriors on his side!! 

   There is so much more to say, but we are 

tired from the emotion of the day (and the 

days leading up to today). Suffi ce it to say, 

your prayers continue to effect a miracle, my 

friends. Lots and lots of love and a big huge 

hug! We are on our knees in gratitude for you 

and the mercy of God.

Please consider authoring a personal story, 

anecdote or commentary to be published 

in our bulletin. Please send your article to 

Deacon John at john@csufnewman.com.

Newman Is Still Bloomin’ 
If you haven’t had the opportunity yet - 

please “look up” as you enter Newman 

Center on the Barstow Avenue side. We 

have an addition to our building. Thank 

you to the following parishioners whose 

donations made the new cross possible: 

Shirley Canales, Barbara and Gary 

Marsella, Catherine Stanton, Paul Stommel, Donna and Joe Blohm, 

Magdalene Oloo-Were and several anonymous donors. Soon to come 

will be signage high on the building identifying us as “St. Paul Catholic 

Newman Center”. We’ll keep you posted.

Candidates Night 
Fresno’s Faith in Community is sponsoring a Candidates Night for 

Fresno County Board of Supervisors, District 2, Tuesday, February 28, 

6:30-8:00PM, at St. Agnes Mission Church, 111 East Birch Avenue, 

Pinedale. Candidates Andreas Borgeas, Larry Fortune and Deborah 

Harkness will be there to give a brief description of their qualifications 

and background, their goals for District 2 and for the County as a whole, 

their ideas on the county budget and retirement system, combining the 

police and sheriff into one policing unit, needs of the homeless, and 

proposed high speed rail line.

Homelessness 
Most of us are aware of the homeless problem in the Fresno area. 

We need to constantly remind ourselves that our homeless brothers 

and sisters are children of God, entitled to the same human dignity as 

everyone else. When you walk by a homeless person on a street corner 

or in a parking lot, say hello. If you can afford to help, ask if the person 

needs anything: warm socks, water, a toothbrush, or a sandwich. Check 

out other ways you can help the homeless at the Bishop John Steinbock 

Homeless Advocacy Committee website http://dioceseoffresno.org/

homeless.html. 

A Retreat For Catholic Seniors 
“Living the Paschal Mystery: Making the Connections” - A retreat for 

senior adults to be held at the St. Anthony Retreat Center March 26-

28. Sponsored by Silver Foxes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

in Clovis. Fr. John Griesbach and Sr. Danielle Witt, SSND will be the 

presenters for this retreat. Please call St. Anthony Retreat Center at 561-

4595 for more information or to register.

Friday Lenten Dinners 
The Knights of Columbus Council 8786 will be having Fish Frys at the 

Sacred Heart Hall, located on Barton just south of Clinton, on Friday 

February 24 and Friday March 23. They will be serving Dixie fried fish, 

hush puppies (spicy or regular), coleslaw, and fries. Clam chowder ($4) 

and fish tacos (2 for $5) will also be available. They will also be serving a 

clam linguini dinner on Friday, March 9. Dinners are $10 for adults, $7 for 

kids. A family pack of 2 adults and 2 kids is $30. All dinners are between 

5:00 and 7:00PM.
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   COUNTRY WAFFLES 
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0 to 12 years
$22 a day

Meals • Learning
Activities

Potty Training
Your child will be ready 

for Kindergarten

Linda Scott 224-5712
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C

C. Bret Sullivan, D.C. F.A.C.O.

(559) 438-8900            
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www.sullivan-chiro.com   
 drbret@aol.com

S

4678 N. 1st St • Fresno CA 93726

91.1 FM    88.5 FM

Effectively communicating 

the Gospel message
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Open!

Call: 559.930.9116
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B 
B

439-2991

www.adiuvolawgroup.com
1704 E Bullard Ave • Fresno

• Foreclosures
• Repossessions
• Lawsuits
• Creditor Calls

Maurice Cameron
Parishioner

Home visits, 
tailored to 
your needs
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Cate Casa
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"Your casa es mi casa"

Compassionate
& Affordable

(559) 224-2930        4747 N. First, Ste 177 • Fresno

PM Services, Inc.
Property Management

www.rentpms.com

25 Years Experience
Professional • Trusted • Affordable

Residential & Commercial
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264 N. Blythe Avenue, Fresno
(559) 488-7449

www.DioceseofFresno.org/cemeteries

Mausoleums 

 Traditional Ground Burials

Niches for Cremation

Competitive Prices

  

Se Habla Español

D  F 
C C

Affordable Pre-Need Financing 
Available 
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Are you caring for an elderly 
relative in your home?

Are they over 65?

Are they a War Time Veteran?

Or a widow of a Veteran?
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Dry Cleaning by

Legal Advisory

Gilbert Fleming • (559) 433-0342

Elder Law Attorney 
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